
 

 

Precision Coding at Irish Fish Canners 
Featuring Markem-Imaje Smartlase C350 

“ 

“ Quality and reliability 

was imperative due to 

our remote location. 

Working with M Pack 

and the Markem-Imaje 

technology gave us 

total peace of mind. 

 
Keith Bonner 

Manager 
Irish Fish Canners 

Irish Fish Canners, world leader in fish canning was established in 
1977 and is wholly owned and run by the family to this day.  Located 
along the famous ‘Wild Atlantic way’ in Donegal on the northwest 
coast of Ireland, it is in close proximity to the most prime catch in all 
the oceans of the world . 

Recognised and supported by a loyal customer base, Irish Fish          
Canners is predominately a co-packing business for market leader 

John West spanning more than 
over 35 years. Irish Fish Canners 
continues to supply markets with 
premium quality, canned fish     
products both domestically and    
internationally.  With distribution 
throughout Europe, USA and         
Jamaica. 

In 2015, Irish Fish Canners launched 
its own range of premium quality 
canned mackerel under the Irish   
Atlantic Canned Fish brand. 

M Pack  
Case Study 



The Challenge 
M Pack, the coding specialists and exclusive distributor of Markem-
Imaje coding technology in Ireland was delighted with the          
opportunity to work with Irish Fish Canners to provide a cost    
effective quality solution for their specific production                    
requirements. 

The principle challenge for Irish Fish canners was to achieve        
consistent high quality codes onto the side of each can.  Their      
existing CIJ coding system was producing poor quality codes which 
were not meeting the high standards demanded by the industry. 

A robust coding system was required to not only produce high    
quality codes but to provide a consistent performance in this harsh 
and wet environment.  Given the sites remote location it was       
imperative the technology installed would be extremely reliable 
with the minimum amount of maintenance required. 

 

22,000 cans produced per 8 hour shift  

“M Pack were very 

good to deal with and 

extremely helpful in 

carrying out tests on 

and off site in advance 

of installation” 

Keith Bonner 
Manager 

Irish Fish Canners 

M Pack had no hesitation in recommending 
the Markem-Imaje C350 BOU laser to meet 

all these challenges. 



The 

Affordable  

Result 

 

“We chose M Pack and the 

Markem-Imaje technology 

due to the service and 

quality of the product.  The 

Laser technology ensured 

a better quality finish over 

our existing inkjet coder 

especially in a wet          

environment.  The quality 

of the code and the finish 

on the can was excellent.  

With greater efficiency, 

lower maintenance and   

reduced running costs the 

Markem-Imaje Smartlase 

C350 was a perfect         

solution to meet all our 

needs.  We are very happy 

with the product quality” 

Keith Bonner 
Manager 

Irish Fish Canners  

 

Custom built safety guarding and stainless steel cabinet to protect Laser Coder 

A bespoke solution 
The first step was to demonstrate the quality of coding which 
was carried out by M Pack in their sample department on    
sample cans provided.  On seeing the quality and precision of 
these laser codes Irish Fish Canners requested M Pack to   carry 
out further on site tests to qualify production speeds on the 
actual production line. 

Testing was carried out on site and all quality and efficiency 

requirements were fully met. The next challenge was to        

situate the laser in the correct position to enable it to mark the 

sides of the cans.  In addition M Pack had to build a custom 

safety guarding around the laser installation to fit in with the 

existing conveyor set up. 

The safety guarding was built on site during installation         

together with a customised stainless steel cabinet to house and 

protect the laser controller and laser from the demanding   

production environment. 

Precision Codes 

 

Smartlase C350 BOU 



Talk to us today  
01 2890077 

sales@mpack.ie 
www.mpack.ie 

M Pack are very proud of their work with Irish Fish Canners and endeavour to work closely 
with all our clients to ensure they get the best solution to meet their needs.   

Our extensive knowledge and range will ensure you choose the most efficient coding system 
to give greater productivity and security of coding. 

We provide the complete range of product, case and pallet coding solutions to suit every 
substrate and production requirement from continuous inkjet, laser and thermal transfer 
technology to the innovative touch dry® hot melt case coding solution exclusive to M Pack in 
Ireland. 

As exclusive distributors for Markem-Imaje, the global leaders in coding and software, you 
can be confident your production line will be in safe hands. 

Why choose M Pack? 

 Deep understanding of your applications and processes 
 Best in class on the ground technical expertise 
 Integrated solutions & project management 
 Preventative training and support 
 Process optimisation 
 All inclusive packages  

Thank you to Irish Fish Canners and Keith Bonner for their time and support in completing this Case Study 
Product & Site pictures by Photographer Stephen Mahon 


